
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      June 3, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 165 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 
 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my mind focuses on culpability rather than 

understanding.  When I do something I believe I should not have 
done, or say, think or feel something I believe is beneath me, my 
initial response is to be judgmental of myself and find fault with 
myself.  I do not get curious about why I did it, said it, thought it or 
felt it.  I do not ask where whatever it was came from, or what 
might have induced such an action, thought or feeling.  I assume 
there is no valid explanation, no precipitating event, that would put 
what I do, say, think or feel into a context that would allow me to 
see it without judgment, or with less judgment, so that I could learn 
about myself and come to a place where I am more conscious 
about myself.  Being conscious is not about curtailing any of this, or 
making any of it more correct or proper.  Being conscious is about 
being aware of what I do, say, think and feel when it is happening, 
so that I can pay attention and learn about myself, learn about 
what goes on inside me and how it influences me.  These are the 
things you are always wanting me to notice, and my internal 
judgment gets in the way. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 2:23—3:6 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 170 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 179 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for June 10, 2018 
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20, (11:14-15); Psalm 138; 

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1; Mark 3:20-35. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Ordinary Time – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 2:23-3:6) 

 Ordinary time following Pentecost is concerned with the 
gradual integration of something about myself which God has 
introduced me to over the top of my resistance to it. These are 
usually feelings and thoughts I was taught to avoid, and which 
have penetrated my awareness and remained there in spite of 
my best efforts to remove them. This is not a particularly 
comfortable time, and the facet of God who helps us through 
this time is aptly called Advocate, Helper and Comforter. 
 The Gospel reading for today elaborates how we assist this 
work of recovery and integration which God does within us. 
The part we play is being open to manifesting the weakness 
we feel as experiences come to us which we should not have 
or do not want. It is debilitating to have feelings that trouble 
us and make us feel weak, and we are asked to pay attention 
to the memories which these evoke, memories which illustrate 
the prejudices with which we grew up, or the pressures that 
were exerted on us to be a certain way, things about our past 
that explain why we should not feel or think as we do. What 
will be disclosed to us are the events that made it so that we 
should not be having the feelings and thoughts we have, or the 
words that were spoken to us which shaped us, and which we 
internalized and have never been able to examine. 
 Christianity evokes in us a type of thinking, where we look 
for explanations that tell us why we are the way we are, and 
use these to help us think our way into being on our side for 
being as we are. There are valid reasons we are as we are, and 
if we understand these they will help us think about whether 
how we are is the best way to be in the situation we are facing. 
Mostly we were raised to moralize on how we are, a frame of 
mind that does little to help us understand the person we are 
and is of no use when it comes to making changes that are 
needed. 

[Jim Robie, 6-1-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 2:23—3:6) 
 The word Sabbath comes from a Hebrew word meaning 
“intermission,” from a root “to repose, that is desist from 
exertion.” “Repose” means “a state of rest, sleep or tranquility.” 
The word can also refer to a state of mind, as in freedom from 
worry. The idea in Judaism is that on the Sabbath people observed 
an intermission, a break, from the physical and mental exertions 
that characterized the other six days of the week. Over time a great 
many rules or laws were adopted which specified what constituted 
“exertion.” I believe the idea originally was to help people not 
worry about whether they were “exerting” rather than “reposing.” 
But as is often the case, after a while keeping the rules became 
more the focus than what the rules were trying to facilitate. So, in 
the first story in this text, Jesus is making the point that what our 
humanity requires takes precedence over what the rules specify, 
and our focus needs to be on what our humanity requires. The 
statement in the text is in Mark 2:27, where it says: “The Sabbath 
was made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath.” I 
think the Greek is more evocative: “The Sabbath because of the 
human became, and not the human because of the Sabbath.” 
 The same point is made in the second story in this text. Jesus 
asks, “Is it lawful [Greek is right] to do good [Greek is be a “well-
doer”] or to do harm [Greek is be a “bad-doer”] on the Sabbath, to 
save [Greek is “protect”] life or to kill [Greek is to “kill outright”]?” 
Paraphrasing the question: Is it right to be a well-doer or a bad-
doer on the Sabbath, to protect life or kill it outright? His question 
pushes the focus away from what the rules say to the intent of the 
rules. He wants the focus to be on the intent rather than the 
wording. The superiority of his focus is so obvious when stated so 
sharply that those who focus on the words are unable to speak, or 
as the Greek says: they have “involuntary stillness.” Jesus looks 
upon those whose focus is on the wording and has anger, being 
grieved at their hardness of heart. The Greek is more expressive: 
“His mind became agitated at the stupidity and callousness of their 
thinking and feeling.” 
 Jesus then demonstrates his point by restoring, on the Sabbath, 
the withered hand of a person. The word translated as “withered” 

is a Greek word meaning “to desiccate,” a word which means “to 
remove the moisture from something, typically in order to preserve 
it.” The word translated as “hand” is a Greek word that can literally 
mean a hand, or figuratively can refer to a person’s power. If we 
internalize this, we can think of a person whose power has dried up 
as a way to protect that person, like they grew up in an environment 
where that person’s strength was a threat to older, bigger people 
such that his or her power had to be reined in. Jesus meets an adult 
whose strength or force is curtailed because of something that 
happened when they were younger. Jesus tells the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” The Greek says “extend,” which means “to hold out 
toward someone,” meaning the man was asked to make available 
the weakness from which he suffered. Jesus than restores the 
power, and how he does it is worth noting. The Greek word 
translated as restore means “to reconstitute,” which means “to 
build up again from parts, to reconstruct.” Earlier in the text this is 
described as “healing,” a word which means “to wait upon 
menially;” I am assuming this did and does take a while. In light of 
what we talked about last week regarding God as a Trinity, I offer 
that as we extend our weakness in the sense of make it available, 
God reconstructs what made us weak by making us aware of the 
events of our past [parts] which made our weakness necessary, and 
then, as we come to understand what made us weak, builds us up 
again to the point where the weakness is not as debilitating or not 
debilitating at all. The Second and Third facets of God upload our 
unconscious and help us integrate it. Rather than seek to manifest 
or materialize the strength or power we want, we are asked to 
manifest or materialize the weakness we feel, to let it become 
visible and more available to our own experience, and then to watch 
as our weakness is slowly broken down into memories and images 
of the past events that created it. In the process we become better 
acquainted with how we became withered, and come to 
understand better how we are impacted by our past. The 
consequence is that we are restored. 

[Jim Robie, 5-31-18, 2nd after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 2:3—3:6. 
 


